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Concert by Triad Harmony Express Has Flavor of the Old West

Crank up those four, six or eight horses un-
der the hood of your vehicle and head out to
Rockingham Community College on Nov. 17 at 7
PM for a barbershop chorus performance of “How
The West Was Sung.” In this salute to the old west,
Triad Harmony Express will sing all of your favorites
including “Home on the Range,” “Ghost Riders inthe
Sky,” “Happy Trails,” “Oklahoma,” “Lone Prairie,”
“Ragtime Cowboy Joe,” and “I’m On My Way.”

“This is more of a show than a concert,” said
Dr. Robert Keys, president of RCC and a member
of the barbershop chorus. “It has sets, costumes,
props, lighting, and a very humorous script. Many
have said it is the best and most entertaining show
we’ve done in recent years.”

Triad Harmony Express, the premier barber-
shop chorus of the Carolinas, will share the stage with
two featured quartets: LET’S SING and Sound
Counsel. LET’S SING members are Carl Stock and
Gregg Zink of Greensboro, Mark Chandler of Win-
ston-Salem, and Joe Doub of West Bend. Although
they have been singing together less than one year,
they were fourth place medalist in the seven-state
Dixie District Contest held in September in Chatta-
nooga, Tenn.

“They are excellent singers and great enter-
tainers,” said Keys.

Sound Counsel is comprised of Jeff Shulz of
Hickory, Jon Vickers of Winston-Salem, Nate
Pendley of Clemmons, and Keys.

In addition, the evening will feature a surprise
quartet. Keys indicated the foursome have stolen
the show in other performances.

“l can’t reveal details,” he said. “The sur-
prise element is essential!”

“How the West was Sung” is entertainment
for the entire family. The concert will be held in the
Advanced Technologies Building Auditorium at
RCC.Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the
door. Admission is free to RCC faculty, staff and
students.

What’s better than one performance? Why
two performances, of course! Audiences can still de-

Audiences still delight to the spirited and lively four-part
harmonies of Triad Harmony Express, the premier barbershop
chorus of the Carolinas. Its membership includes Rockingham

Community College President, Dr. Robert Keys.

light to the spirited and lively four-part harmonies of
Triad Harmony Express, the premier barbershop
chorus of the Carolinas at a second performance on
Nov. 18. Among its membership, keen eyes may
spot Rockingham Community College President, Dr.
Robert Keys.

The chorus is known for its Broadway tunes,
gospel, blues, music from the 1940s, and much more.
At7PM on Nov. 18 in the Rockingham Community
College Advanced Technologies building auditorium,
Triad Harmony Express will present a concert so di-
verse, it will be a treat for all ages and musical pref-
erences.

As a special treat, the concert will also fea-
ture guest singers, Bar None Quartet. The group is
well-known for their extensive repertoire, a cappella
music, and renditions of Beach Boy classics.

Triad Harmony Express is the chorus of the
Winston-Salem chapter of the Society for the Pres-
ervation and Encouragement of Barbershop Quartet
Singing in America, Inc. (SPEBSQSA).

Due to a grant from the RCC Foundation,
Inc., the concert is free.

Preregistration Begins Nov. 12 for Spring Classes

Preregistration for spring class for currently
enrolled students begins Nov. 12 and continues
through Nov. 15. During this period students should
meet with their advisors and sign up for classes. For
students with advisors in the Math/Science division
(including PE and Health), an advisement center lo-
cated in SCI-113 is open from 9 AM until 7 PM.
Advisors in many other division have posted sched-
ules for appointments on their office doors. Official
registration opens at 10 AM and continues until 7
PM each night.

Before students can register, they must re-
move any “holds” on their records. These “holds”
may include unpaid parking tickets, outstanding li-
brary fines, or unpaid tuition bills from previous se-
mesters.

Students should register early to get the
classes they want. Every semester, many classes
reach capacity well before the end of the registration

period. Popular times and classes fill very quickly.

Open registration for new, readmitted, visit-
ing and currently enrolled students continues on Dec.
3-4 and Jan. 2-3. Each day;, registration will be open
from 10 AM until 7 PM.

Students who register with either
WebAdvisor or with their advisors must pay for their
spring classes by 5 PM on Monday, Dec. 10. Stu-
dents who register for classes on Jan. 2-3 must pay
for their classes by 7 PM on Jan. 3, 2008. Cash,
check, debit card, VISA, and MasterCard are ac-
cepted. Students should pay their tuition and fess in
the Business Office (located in the Administration
Building). Failure to pay tuition and fees by the posted
deadline will result in cancellation of the student’s
schedule.Students who have received a financial aid
award letter will hae tuition and fees deducted auto-
matically from their financial aid accounts.

Classes begin on Monday, Jan. 7, 2008.

Web Advisor
Students Use New Technology

to Register for Classes
There’s a new way to register for classes at

RCC--and over 280 students have already taken
advantage of it.

Currently enrolled students have been using
WebAdvisor, a service that allows students to sign
up for classes on line. Before choosing courses on
line, students meet with their advisors and determine
which courses meet their educational needs. When
advisor and student have reached agreement about
these courses, the advisor removes an electronic hold
on the student’s access to on-line registration. Stu-
dents who have no additional holds on their records
(such as unpaid parking tickets, library fines, or tu-
ition bills) can then use WebAdvisor to sign up for
the courses they choose from those available in the
schedule.

Test versions of on-line registration using
WebAdvisor were run in the spring and summer of
2007 with very few problems. Both advisors and stu-
dents reported that the process went smoothly and
easily.

Now, instead of waiting until preregistration
(Nov. 12-15), many students have gotten a jump on
signing up for their spring semester classes.

New students must meet with an advisor to
register for classes. They will not be able to use
WebAdvisor for registration for their first semester.

All students can use WebAdvisor to do more
than register for classes. Among other functions, stu-
dents can use WebAdvisor to search for classes by
time, location, day, and instructor; review course
descriptions; check course availability in real time;
print class schedules; view a summary of their finan-
cial accounts with the college check their financial
aid status; or print an unofficial transcript. Best of all,
students will be able to check their final grades for
the semester long before they receive the printed
notification by mail. Grades will be posted in
WebAudvisor by 1 PM on Dec. 17.

Jackson Heads Financial Aid

Last month, Marty Jackson of Danville be-
gan her new job as director of financial aid at
Rockingham Community College, a position vacated
by Coe Ann Pegg earlier this year.

After a career in the retail industry, Jackson
turned to business and earned an associate degree in
accounting at Danville Community College. She
transferred to Averett University in Danville where
she earned a bachelor’s degree in business. For the
past 10 years, she has worked for Averett University
as manager of the university’s Graduate and Profes-
sional Studies (formerly AACE) program, which
serves adults returning to school.

That makes Jackson well aware of the needs
of adult students and as director of financial aid at
RCC, she has one main objective: to ensure all stu-
dents receive the information they need in a format
they can understand.

Jackson lives in Danville with her husband,
John. The couple have two children, Derek and Sh-
annon, and two grandchildren.
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Leonard Tells BLET Students: “Never, never, never give up.”

by Lynn Brisson

Ken Leonard of High Point knows the power
of a positive attitude. He explained it on a recent
visitto the Basic Law Enforcement Training (BLET)
students at Rockingham Community College.

In January 2006, Leonard was a fresh am-
putee lying in Moses Cone Hospital in Greensboro.
About three weeks earlier, the 36-year-old’s feet had
been blown off by a roadside bomb outside Baghdad.

In his other life, the one with feet, Leonard
served as a Master Sergeant in the High Point Police
Department. He was hired in 1994 as a patrol of-
ficer. Like his grandfather, a New York policeman
for 24 years, he wanted to make the world a better
place.

Enter Irag and an Iraqi police force marred
by corruption, absenteeism and inadequate training.
American policemen, both retired and active duty,
joined American military police in an effort to train
the struggling Iraqi officers. This, though, required
active duty police to resign from their jobs and hire
onas civilian contractors. Many were told if they did
this, they wouldn’t have a job when they returned to
the U.S.

By 2004, Leonard was a member of the
police Honor Guard, single, making decent money,
visiting God at Easter and Christmas. When he ap-
proached High Point Police Chief Jim Fealy about
joining the training effort in Irag, Fealy said go, your
job will be here when you return.

Leonard was assigned six police stations in
Irag. One housed insurgents who fired on Ameri-
cans as they entered and left by the single available
road.

But it was outside of the Baghdad green zone
where Leonard’s life changed. On Dec. 30, 2005,
he and 10 American policemen left the city ina con-
voy of three armored suburbans. They headed for
Taji, a U.S. base about 20 miles north. Leonard
drove the lead vehicle. Itwasafamiliar route, onein
which orange barrels signified the four lane highway
was narrowing to two. Leonard drove fast, a safety
measure.

As he sped past the first barrel and ap-
proached the second, an unseen finger pushed a but-
ton and the world around Leonard blew up, his feet
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Leonard told himself, “I’m not giving up. |
want to become a police officer again.”

strangely jarred. The suburban caught fire. Smoke
billowed. Debris spattered. Gunfire erupted inam-
bush. Leonard was stuck in the suburban.

Behind him, the other two vehicles had
stopped and were returning fire. Rodney King, a
police officer from Graham, N.C., pushed Leonard’s
disabled vehicle out of the ambush site, allowing
Leonard to pull himself out. He dropped close to the
suburban for safety and looked at his feet — or the
little left of them. The bomb apparently exploded in
asmall unprotected place, the space between the front
tire and vehicle body where gas and brake pedals

Dancing with the Zambian Vocal Group
Many found the recent concert by the Zambian
Vocal Group lively and entertaining. Others
couldn’t help joining them on stage for a dance.
Pictured above are Jeanna Bahena (second from
left), Kayla Cary (seventh from left),and Christo-
pher Prados (second from right).

P

Buena Comiday Buenos Amigos
What better way to learn Spanish than by practicing
at the local Mexican restaurant! Members of Stacey
Davis’s class recently visited “Monterrey” where they
tried out their language skills and enjoyed a good meal.
Front to back on the left are Matthew Davis, Jay
Sikes, Jeanna Bahena, and Kayla Cary. Front to back
on the right are Chris Prados, Chance “Clint” Bar-
row, Brooke Travis, Cornelia Bailey-Hunter, Mor-
gan Dunlap, and Aaron Clark.

Your class or club could be pictured here! Help THE
ROCK keep the campus informed. Contact Lee Dodson
(ext. 2155) with your stories and pictures.

are situated.

The insurgents fled, but 45 minutes passed
before help arrived. There was no help for Leonard’s
feet. Both were amputated at Duke University Medi-
cal Center before he was transferred to Cone Hos-
pital where medical personnel began the process of
teaching himto live out of a wheelchair.

What am | going to do, he wondered night
and day?

During the long hours it came to him. I’'m
not giving up. I'wantto become a police officer again.

On Oct. 18, 2007, Leonard stood before
the BLET students. He looked at a saying propped
against the classroom’s blackboard, put there by
BLET instructor, Mike Murphy. “Attitude,” it said,
“is a little thing that makes a big difference.”

Leonard smiled. “I love that. Itsays every-
thing ina few words.”

Without a positive attitude, he told the class,
he wouldn’t have believed he could become an of-
ficer again. He wouldn’t have pushed himself. He
wouldn’t have overcome obstacles of severe nerve
pain, unsteady balance, and unsuitable prosthetics.
He wouldn’t have worked through the dark moments
of depression and frustration.

He definitely wouldn’t have passed the
POPAT (Police Officer Physical Abilities Test), even
though Chief Fealy had told him if he could pass that
test, he could return to the force at his former rank
and pay.

Leonard knew the students before him would
be facing the test in December. He knew they were
nervous. He knew their attitude mattered because
the POPAT is a grueling physical endurance test con-
sisting of running, dragging a 150-pound victim fifty
feet, racing up and down steps, crawling through a
40-foot tunnel, “body forcing” a 50-pound door
open, executing sets of military style sit ups and push
ups and at the end, after doing these activities mul-
tiple times, if the student is able to accurately name
the two streets he was told to remember before the
test began, he’s through. If not, he has to run another
200 yards to end the test.

Official time cannot exceed seven minutes and
twenty seconds.

Leonard’s training for the test took a year.
In his first POPAT run-through his prosthetics fell off
in the tunnel. He lost his balance. Pain shot up his
leg and he clocked in at 16 minutes. So he changed
prosthetics, worked, sweated, strained and shaved
the time to 13 minutes, then 10, then nine, and finally
seven minutes and nine seconds.

“I thought itwas a fluke. I was scared it was
afluke.”

One week later, it was official. Leonard
passed the POPAT in six minutes, fifty-six seconds.
Greensboro police recruits and a Fox 8 News re-
porter and cameraman witnessed the miracle of atti-
tude.

Leonard expects to be back on active duty
by December or January. First he must pass a state
exam and complete a shortened version of BLET
training.

Standing before the students, his prosthetics
visible under his pants legs, Leonard quoted Winston
Churchill. “Never, never, never give up.”

Who is Ken Leonard today? A man pro-
foundly thankful to be alive. A man who says his
eyes were opened in Irag as he witnessed acres of
people living in garbage dumps. Aman whose heart
was torn by the war-torn Iraqgi children. Amanwho
now visits God regularly; who sat in church one Sun-
day and met his love, a woman with a foot phobia
and said her ideal man is one with no feet.

He’s an humble man with a powerful and
positive attitude.
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New Internet Science Course to be Offered in Spring Semester

by Mandy Comes

While scrambling during this registration pe-
riod and trying to figure out what to fit it into your
busy schedule, why not try a new science internet
course? The Science Department will offer an internet
version of Environmental Biology, BIO 140. When
registering for this course, you must register for BIO
140-40 (3 credit hours) and its lab component, BIO

140A-40 (1 credit hour). This 4-hour credit course
satisfies the science requirement for the Associate of
Arts Degree and serves as a science elective for the
Associate of Science Degree.

So what is Environmental biology anyway?
Basically, Environmental biology covers topics such
as environmental processes and the way humans in-
fluence these processes including population growth,

It’s Not Too Late to Join the Science Club!

Maybe you’ve seen the signs around cam-
pus about the Bake Sale for the Science Club, but
thought to yourself, “RCC has a Science Club?” Yep,
It’s true!

In some form or another RCC has had a
“Science” Club off and on since the 70’s. The Sci-
ence Club has had many names. Back in the 70’s it
was The Biology Club, inthe 80’s the Environmental
Club, and back again. It even took a hiatus for a few
years. The mission though has always been the same:
to educate ourselves and others about the living,
growing world around us and to be a help to our
community.

Now we have broadened our horizons even
more and branched out to observe all aspects of our
world. This year the Science Club has planned many
tentative activities. Already we have taken a trip to
the Natural Science Center in Greensboro, NC and
participated in Big Sweep.

The Natural Science Center is a small mu-
seum dedicated to educating the community about
science. They have recently added a new outdoor
z0o with exotics, as well as domesticated animals.
The Center is still adding to the facility, and will soon
have a wolf exhibit and a new planetarium. Classes
are frequently taught there and field trips are very
common. It is a much better place for children to
learn about animals than the big zoos because they
can pet many of the animals and the keepers are more

Planning to Study at a College in NC?
This Scholarship Is for YOU!

The North Carolina Extension and Commu-
nity Association is offering a scholarship for
Rockingham County residents. The purpose of this
scholarship is to assist students in obtaining a degree
atany NC college, in any field of study, with priority
given to Family and Consumer Sciences.

A $500 scholarship will be awarded each to
one adult (an individual who has completed high
school and has had a break in her/his education and
wishes to further her/his education) and to one youth
(anindividual currently in senior year of high school
or in college with no break in her/his formal educa-
tion), to be paid in fall, 2008.

Applicants should be residents of
Rockingham County. The winners will also be eli-
gible to compete for a further scholarship at the Dis-
trict level.

Scholarships are awarded on the basis of a
combination of financial need; scholarship potential;
activities and honors; and connection or involvement
with NC Cooperative Extension (4-H, NCCEA,
etc.)

Completed applications are due by Febru-
ary 1, 2008.

To request an application form or for any
questions, please contact Brenda Sutton, Extension
Agent, at (336) 342-8231 or email brenda
sutton@ncsu.edu

Applications must be completed and re-
turned by February 1to: Brenda Sutton, Extension
Agent, 525 NC Hwy 65, Suite 200, Reidsville NC
27320.

than willing to tell them about the exhibits.

Mentioned before was Big Sweep. Thisisa
statewide effort to clean up communities. The Sci-
ence Club took this opportunity to clean up the litter
on the nature trail at RCC. We collected 12 bags of
trash and odd items such as barbed wire, tires, and a
bumper to a car. It was hard work, but well worth it.
We plan to make it a yearly event for the Science
Club. Itwouldn’tbe a bad idea for us all to try ev-
eryday to keep Mother Earth clean and tidy.

The Science Club is planning a trip to Dis-
covery Place in Charlotte to see the Body Worlds’
exhibit and other trips to lectures, planetariums, hop-
ing to organize food drives, and much, much more!

Sound good? Well, it’s not too late to join.
Just contact one of the following officers or advisor
for details on an upcoming project or meeting. Offic-
ers include Cameron Martion (president), Traci Bast
(treasurer), Erica Stephens (secretary), Kayla Cary
(journalist), and Mandy Comes (advisor). We hope
to see you at our next meeting!

College Tra
Fair

Friday, November 16, 2007
11:30 am to 1:00 pm

in the

Math/Science Building

For more information contact Melanie Eley a
342-4261 ext. 2308

Meet admissions counselors fro

Appalachian State University
East Carolina University
Fort Hays State University
Greensboro College
Guilford College

NC A&T State University
NC Central University
Peace College

UNC Chapel Hill

UNC Charlotte

UNC Greensboro
UNC Wilmington
Western Carolina Unive
Wingate University
Winston-Salem State

OPEN TO ALL
RCC STUDENTS

natural resources, ecology, global warming and other
environmental issues.

For the laboratory portion of the class, BIO
140A-40, you will need to attend an orientation on
Friday, January 4 at 11:00 AM in SC1 104B in order
to pick up your lab kit. You will also need to pur-
chase additional supplies costing approximately $25
for an aquarium and bird feeder that you will set up
and monitor throughout the semester as laboratory
experiments. The only other requirement for this
course is that you come to campus five times during
the semester in order to take exams in the Math/Sci-
ence Lab.

The class is taught by Mrs. Robin Gibson-
Brown of New Bern, NC. She is currently teaching
this course at Sandhills Community College and has
had excellent feedback from many students. One
student writes on the discussion board, “I’ve never
been so amazed at the different things nature had to
offer. Over the course of the labs that | have done, it
has been astounding. While taking the virtual tour of
the nature trail I noticed so many things. 1’ve walked
nature trails before and have never spotted some of
the things mentioned within our virtual tour. It’samaz-

ing.

Don’t Miss Our Deadline!

The December issue of THE ROCK will be available
on Dec. 10. All submissions for this edition must be

received by Monday, Dec. 3. Please send all informa-
tion to Lee Dodson in HUM-116 (ext. 2155). Help us
keep the campus informed!




THE ROCK

www.rockinghamcc.edu

Page 4

RCC Leads in Podcasting

Where podcasting is concerned, Rockingham
Community College is leading the pack among North
Carolina’s community colleges. Rick Leinecker, as-
sistant professor of computer systems technology at
RCC, began podcasting his lectures during spring
2007. Since then he has led a dozen seminars across
the state concerning this latest technology and its uses
in education.

The term podcasting was formed by com-
bining two words: broadcasting and iPod. The lat-
ter is the portable media player designed by Apple.
Podcasting is like radio in the sense that the listener
can hear a program. Unlike radio, it is prerecorded
rather than in real time. For Leinecker, it means he
can record his lectures then make them available on
the Internet as a podcast. Students can download
the podcast and hear the lecture.

“Podcasting helps satisfy many learning
styles,” said Leinecker. “Some people are more au-
ditory, some benefit from repetition. With podcasting
you can listen to the recording on your computer,
burnittoa CD, or download it to your media player,
whether it’s an iPod, MP3 player, or whatever, and
then listen to it while you’re mowing the lawn. You
can use it as a review for tests or as reinforcement
before the next class.”

To encourage other RCC professors to use
podcasting, Leineker has developed a software pro-
gram to make the process simple.

As far as Leineker knows, his software pro-
gramisthe first of itskind. The program has no patent
and can be downloaded at www.podcasting
openresource.com.

“Astudent at Guilford Technical Community
College found a podcast of one of my spring lectures
and wrote to say, ‘Thisis great. This s really help-
ful,”” said Leinecker.

That is why he created the program and is
encouraging instructors statewide to podcast their
lectures. It appears to help retention and elevate
academic success.

For RCC students, it is cutting edge technol-
ogy used for their benefit.

For Leinecker, that is the bottom line.

Governor Selects Maddrey

for RCC Board

Elizabeth “Libby” Maddrey of Eden has been
sworn in as a member of the Rockingham Commu-
nity College Board of Trustees. Maddrey was ap-
pointed to the position by Governor Mike Easley.

A long-time civic servant, Maddrey has
chaired the Rockingham County Library Board of
Trustees and served as state president of the \VWomen’s
Clubs of North Carolina. She is currently amember
of the Wingate University Board of Trustees and the
North Carolina Library Commission.

She has been a recipient of the Citizen of the
Year award by the Eden Chamber of Commerce and
was awarded the Order of the Long Leaf Pine by
former North Carolina Governor James B. Hunt. She
is a member of the First Baptist Church of Eden and
the Women’s League of Eden.

Maddrey’s term ends June 30, 2011.

Respiratory Therapy Club
Collects Donations for

Local Food Banks
The Respiratory Therapy Club will be collect-

ing non-perishable food items Nov. 12 through
Nov. 21 for local food banks. Please place your
donation in the boxes located at the entrance to
each building.

Workshop and Concert Feature “Harmonicas and Humor™

The Musicians’ Guild will sponsor a work-
shop and concert by Mel Jones on Thursday, Nov.
29.

Mel Jones, who has achieved prominence as
aharmonica player, performer, humorist, and racon-
teur, will lead a workshop on “Harmonica and Hu-
mor: Techniques and Performance.” The workshop
will be held in the Activity Room of the WSC from
12-1 PM.

That evening, Mel will return with his band,
“Mel Jones and His Bag O’ Bones,” to present a
full-length concert at 7 PM in the college auditorium.
Both workshop and concert are free and open to the
public.

Mel Jones began his musical career as a tour-
ing drummer and singer for bands performing rock
and roll and R&B all over the Southeast. When he
discovered the hotbed of bluegrass and old time music
deep in the heart of Western North Carolina, Mel
picked up the harmonica and ventured into a new
realm of music.

He formed the first Bag O’ Bones and the
Piedmont blues duo of Wicker and Jones with finger
style guitarist Danny Wicker in the early 1990s and
began a new career in acoustic music. Today, Jones
fronts a fine band of musicians who are not only con-
nected to traditional blues but who combine many
musical influences to create well-rounded perfor-
mances. The “Bones” have taken on many forms to
become masters of a distinctive acoustic sound com-
bining blues, jazz, humor, and old time music. Jones
has established himself as one of the region’s best
harmonica players by winning numerous titles in re-
gional festivals and earning a solid reputation for
showmanship. He is also an accomplished song writer
whose recordings (Livin’ Bones, Blues from the
Porch, When the Alligators Come to Town, and
Bones to Pick) feature much of his original work.

Jones is equally at home covering tunes by
Ray Charles, Willie Dixon, Hank Williams, Muddy
Waters, or George and Ira Gershwin. His homegrown
humor shines through on original recordings such as
“Plumbing Blues” and “Dime Store Glasses.”

Here’s How to Overcome Your Fear of Foreign Language!

Does the thought of jumping into a college-
level foreign language course seem more than a little
intimidating? Has it been years since you studied a
foreign language in high school?

Perhaps what you need is an introduction to
a foreign language without the pressure and pace of
a college-credit course. SPA 110, introduction to
Spanish, could be just the course you need.

SPA 110 was begun in the fall of 2003 to
provide a slower-paced, less rigorous introduction
to Spanish. Although this course does not transfer
to a university, it gives students a foundation that will
help them succeed in the college transfer classes.
Several sections of this class have been offered over
the past few years, and many of the students have
continued successfully in SPA111. The course meets
for two hours a week and carries two hours of credit.
For Spring 2008, there is one section offered for two
hours a week for the entire semester and one section
offered two hours two mornings a week for the sec-
ond mini-mester. Basically, SPA 110 covers about
40% of the content of the college transfer SPA111.
The slower pace and reduced content make it much
less intimidating to students who have never had any
experience studying a foreign language or who struggle
academically already.

“Because SPA 111 is a college-transfer
course, we strive to maintain the same standards that
could be expected in a beginning Spanish course at a
four-year university,” says Spanish instructor Chris-
tina Wood. Although RCC does not require foreign
language for admission, all UNC-system schools re-
quire at least two units of a foreign language for ad-
missions. Such requirements may present real barri-
ers for students who have no experience whatsoever
in the study of any foreign language. Other students
may be struggling with English taking developmental
English and/or Reading. Some students either did
not take a foreign language in high school or took it
many years ago and have forgotten most if not all of
what they learned.

“It has been our experience that many stu-
dents in the situations described above struggle with

the content and pace of the college transfer Spanish
classes,” noted Wood. “Many get discouraged and
drop. Others stick it out and earn a D or F that ruins
their GPA and causes them to avoid taking any more
Spanish classes.”

Although SPA 110 is not a prerequisite for
SPA 111, Wood recommends it for the following
groups:

«Students who have no foreign language ex-
perience

«Students who have been developmental stu-
dents and who still struggle with English

«Students who took a foreign language in high
school but were not successful or struggled greatly

+Students who have been out of school for a
while

If you have any questions or concerns about
taking Spanish courses, please contact Christina
Wood (ext. 2193), Leigh Chadwick (ext. 2228), or
Stacey Davis (ext. 2139).

James Library Offers
“Food for Fines”

by Mary Gomez
Technical Services Librarian

Here’s your chance to return that book (or
Math DVD), save a little cash, and make sure your
neighbors don’t go hungry this holiday season. The
James Library will be running it’s 4th annual Food
for Fines program from November 1 through De-
cember 14. All you have to do is bring in nonperish-
able food items and you will receive $2 off library
fines for each food item, up to a maximum of $20.
So if you owe a $10 fine on that math DVD, bring in
5 cans and you are off the hook. We won’t even
give you that “tsk-tsk’” look you probably deserve.

Offer is valid on overdue fines only and all
items must be returned to take advantage of the deal.
All food will be donated to local food banks. If you
don’t owe fines and still want to help, we are happy
to accept any and all donations of food items.




