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Title: Low e’s United M ethodist Church Collection  

  

Accession  N o.: 14-002  

  

Extent: 1 box  

  

Provenanc e: In  Decem ber 1 995, Frances S. Underw ood of Reidsville, NC 

offered her original church records for photocopying.  

Underw ood w as H istorian of Low e’s United M e thodist Church 

on NC 8 7 a  few  m iles east of Reidsville.  Res earch com piled by  

M ichael Perdue and Robert W . Carter, Jr.  in  the 198 0’s as the 

Low e’s congregation prepared for their b icentennia l celebration 

is a lso included. 

  

Inclusive D ates:  1794-1 99 4  

  

Subject H eadings: Churches –  Rockingham  County (N. C.)  

Low e, Isaac, 17 18-  

Low e’s United M ethodist Church  

M ethodist Episcopal Church South  

 

  

Item s Separate d: Copies of a ll papers are a lso included in  the Rockingham  County 

Inform ation Files 

  

Related Collection s:  

  

Preferred  Citation: Low e’s Un ited  M ethodist Church  Co llection . 14-002. Rockingham  

Co. H istorical Collections, G erald  B. Jam es Library, Rockingham  

Com m unity College. 

  

D escriptive N ote:  Low e’s United M ethodist Church w as organized in  179 6 by the 

Rev. Isaac Low e, a  M ethodist m inister w ho had located in  the  

area the previous year.  Low e’s Church origina lly belonged to 



the branch of Am erican M ethodism  know n as the M e thodist 

Episcopal Church and the M ethodist Episcopal Church, South 

(1845-19 39).  Low e’s w as the  “M other Church of M ethodism  in  

Rockingham  County.”  M any of its founding m em bers w ere 

form er residents of the Delm arva Peninsula  region of the m id -

Atlantic.  Isaac Low e w as ordained an elder in  the M e thodist 

Episcopal Church by the fam ed bishop Francis Asbury w ho 

recorded visits w ith Low e on at least three  separate occasions  in  

his d iary.  Low e’s w as an early M ethodist cam p m eeting site in  

the area  and throughout the 1 9
th

 c entury the  con gregation 

slow ly grew .  During m ost of the  2 0
th

 cen tury the  church 

rem ained on a  circuit of at least five churches.  In  1 963, the  

Low e’s Church w as m ade a  station and rem ains the dom inant 

M ethodist congrega tion in  southeast Rockingham  County.  

 

M ost of the m ateria l preserved here consists of photocopies of 

research by Frances S. Underw ood, church historian, and by 

M ichael Perdue and Robert W . Carter, Jr.   The inform ation w as 

com piled in  preparation for Low e’s b icentennia l celebration.  

  

Contents:  11 folders: 

 

 1.  Bicentennia l preparation m aterials 

 2.  Cem etery records  

 3.  Correspondence related to  church history  

 4.  H istorica l articles 

 5.  Low e, Rev. Isaac, m iscellaneous inform ation  

 6.  M eacham , Rev. Jam es, journal abstracts, 179 4 -95  

 7.  M em bership l ists, late 19
th

 c.  

 8.  M e thodist h istory, m iscellaneous 

 9.  M inisters and Circuit inform ation  

10.  M iscellaneous 

11.  Photographs  
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