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Comments:

Just three states, Colorado, North Dakota, and Washington, require surgical technologists to register
before working in their states. Colorado also requires surgical assistants to register. No states require
surgical technologists to be licensed, but Texas and the District of Columbia require surgical assistants to
be registered. Texas exempts surgical assistants who practice in the hospital under the delegated
authority of a physician from needing to be licensed.

The Association of Surgical Technologists (AST) has introduced legislation that would require states to
allow only graduates of an accredited program to work as a surgical technologist. In addition, the AST
wants to see all surgical technologists certified by a nation accrediting agency, the National Board of
Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting. Currently, the following states require education and
certification for surgical technologists: Indiana, Massachusetts, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, Oregon,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas and Idaho.



